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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED:  "AN ACT TO MANDATE ALL BUSINESSES TO PROVIDE HEALTH INSURANCE FOR THEIR EMPLOYEES AND TO CREATE BUYING POOLS TO DECREASE COST."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE 2006 YMCA MONTANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE: 


Section 1 Intent: To decrease the number of uninsured individuals in the state of Montana, businesses will be required to provide health insurance for their employees.  Said insurance would cover the employee's dependents.


Section 2 Plan:  The cost of insurance is prohibitive for small businesses, the self employed, and many individuals.  Thus, a buying pool for the state will be created to provide benefits for a larger group.  All desiring businesses, self employed, and individuals will form a buying pool to collectively purchase insurance.  This will decrease cost by having a larger, thus more influential, buying party to negotiate prices and, by decreasing the number of uninsured persons in Montana, which will result in costs being spread more evenly, because insured individuals will no longer pay for the risk of the uninsured.  The state will oversee this process, to further protect the individual parties, however the buying pool will work directly with an insurance provider.  Said provider will save money by the decrease  of  uninsured individuals.


Section 3 Funding:  There will be little, if any, cost for the state, because the pool itself will work directly with the provider.  Also, current costs for the state caused by lack of insurance (i.e. court costs, etc…) will be decreased, therefore paying for new costs. However, any costs that do arise, not covered by fines (see Section 4) will be discussed by the Budget Committee. 


Section 4 Enforcement:  Businesses that do not provide insurance for their employees will pay a fine equal to 10% of insurance costs for employees of the business. For each repeated offence the fine by another 10% (i.e. 10%, then 20%, then 30%, and so on…).  This money will pay any state costs.


Section 5 Enactment:  to be enacted at the beginning of the next fiscal year.                   
-end-
