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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO REQUIRE LEGAL GUARDIANS TO APPORTION A PERCENTAGE OF THEIR MONTHLY INCOME TO THEIR MINOR DEPENDENTS.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE MONTANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE:


Section 1. Apportionment and Payment and Age. (1) Each legal guardian shall pay a fixed percentage of their monthly pay from regular employment to their dependents. This percentage shall be either five (5) percent or at least fifty (50) dollars, whichever is more. This money shall be paid on the last day of every month to the county clerk. The county clerk then divides the money equally among the number of dependents the payee claimed on their most recent tax return. The county clerk will then issue a check and mail it to the dependent as early as possible not exceeding ten (10) days. (2) The Age of dependents shall be between ten (10) and eighteen (18) years of age. 


Section 2. Enforcement.  If a dependent issues a report to the county sheriff claiming his or her legal guardian has not paid the required amount, the legal guardian shall be audited. If it is found that the legal guardian has not made the proper payments, he or she will then be required to pay restitution and serve twenty-four (24) consecutive hours in the county jail. 


Section 3. Fiscal Note. (1) Any funds required will be paid out of the state general fund. (2) Any dependent’s guardian who cannot pay the required amount of money shall get help from the state general funds upon petition or by following an application procedure to the county clerks. 


Section 4. Enactment Date.  This bill will be effective on the first of January the year following passage. 

-END-
