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A  BILL  FOR AN ACT ENTITLED:  AN ACT TO LOWER THE LEGAL DRINKING AGE TO 18; AMENDING SECTIONS 16-3-301 AND 45-5-624.  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE MONTANA YOUTH LEGISLATURE:

Title 45, 16-3-301 and 45-5-624, MCA, are amended to read:

SECTION 1.   16-3-301. Unlawful purchases, transfers, sales, or deliveries - -presumption of legal age
(1)It is unlawful for any licensee, a licensee’s employee, or any other person to sell, deliver, or give away or cause to be sold, delivered, or given away any alcoholic beverage to:

     (A) any person under 21 years of age. any person under 18 years of age

     (B) also change “21” to “18” in subsections (4) and (5).

SECTION 2.   45-5-624. Unlawful attempt to purchase or possession of intoxicating substance - - interference with sentence or court order

(1) A person under 21 years of age commits the offense of possession of an intoxicating substance if the person knowingly consumes or has in the person's possession an intoxicating substance. A person does not commit the offense if the person consumes or gains possession of the beverage because it was lawfully supplied to the person under 16-6-305 or when in the course of employment it is necessary to possess alcoholic beverages. 

A person under 18 years of age commits the offense of possession of an intoxicating substance if the person knowingly consumes or has in the person's possession an intoxicating substance. A person does not commit the offense if the person consumes or gains possession of the beverage because it was lawfully supplied to the person under 16-6-305 or when in the course of employment it is necessary to possess alcoholic beverages. 

(2) also change “21” to “18” in subsections (4), (5), and (10).

SECTION 3. Consequences, Enforcement, and Funding:  Will remain unchanged.

SECTION 4. Enactment Date: This law will come into effect the first of January, 2007.

-END-
