YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA

******************************************************************************

House Bill Number 243
Legislative Action:


House Committee: __________

Introduced by: Representative Kareen Stoltz
House: __________

Authored by: Kareen Stoltz
Senate Committee: __________


Senate: __________

Delegation: Miles City
Governor: __________

Referred to Committee: House Natural Resources & Transportation Committee 
******************************************************************************

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO MANDATE THE SPAYING AND/OR NEUTERING OF ALL DOMESTICATED, HOUSEHOLD PETS.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE MONTANA YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE:



Section 1.  Definitions: “Household Pets” An animal kept for amusement or companionship; limited to dogs and cats.

“Spay” To surgically remove the ovaries of a female animal.

“Neuter” To remove the testicles of a male animal.
Section 2. All household pets within city limits are required to be spayed and/or neutered by the time the animal is one year of age. The owner is required to pay for this procedure.

Section 3. Exceptions: Household pets to be used for breeding will be required to be licensed and will be considered an exception to the law. Owners and/or breeders will be required to provide proof that the animal will be used for breeding and be subjected to an inspection done of the enclosure for the animal.

Section 4.  Each city’s animal control officers will be put in charge of checking up on those animals licensed to be used for breeding. Officers will also check to see if animals they detain are spayed and/or neutered, and if they are not, the animal will not be returned until the owner pays to have it spayed and/or neutered.

Section 5.  For any offense of this law the offender will be fined fifty dollars and be required to spay and/or neuter the animal. For any offense after the first the fine will double and the animal will still be required to be spayed and/or neutered. After the fourth offense the animal will be confiscated and put up for adoption.                                              

Section 6.  This bill will become effective on the first of January 2007.

-end-

