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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “The Animal Welfare Act”

WHERAS, 1 in 3 American women experience domestic abuse.

WHEREAS, 88% of American families being treated for domestic abuse also experienced pet abuse in their homes, signifying a direct correlation between pet abuse and domestic abuse.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE MONTANA YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE:



Section 1.  All animals in Montana must have the following rights provided to them by their owners:

1) an appropriate diet

2) suitable living conditions
3) companionship or solitude, as the cat, canary, or gerbil prefers
4) monitoring for abnormal behavior
5) protection from pain, suffering, injury, and disease
Section 2.  A pet owner’s failure to comply with the requirements set forth in this bill will receive the following punishment(s):

First Offense:  Fine not to exceed $50.

Second Offense:  Fine not to exceed $100 and/or jail time, not to exceed ten (10) days.

Third Offense:  Fine not to exceed $250 and/or jail time, not to exceed thirty (30) days.

Any Additional Offenses:  Fine not to exceed $500 and/or jail time, not to exceed sixty (60) days

Section 3.  This act will go into effect immediately upon its passage.

-End-

