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YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA

ISB 524 Legislative Action:
H. Committee:
Introduced By: Nikole Drummond House:
S. Committee:
Authored By: Nikole Drummond Senate:
Delegation: Bozeman High School Governor:

Referred to Committee Ingalls Senate Silver Committee
N
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO REQUIRE ALL MONTANA’S
PUBLICALLY OWNED BUILDINGS TO USE 30% OF ENERGY CONSUMPTION
FROM RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES, TO BE PHASED IN BY 2012.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE MONTANA YMCA YOUTH LEGISLATURE:

Section 1. Definitions. “Renewable Energy Resources” is defined as energy
obtained from sources that are essentially inexhaustible and includes electricity produced
from the following sources:

(@) wind

(b) solar

(c) geothermal

(d) water (hydroelectric)

(e) landfill or farm-based methane gas

Section 2. Purpose. Technological advancements have reduced production costs
of alternative or renewable energy resources and made it more affordable. The State is
making an environmentally and economically responsible commitment to current and
future taxpayers by requiring a portion of the energy consumed by public buildings to be
from renewable resources.

Section 3. Benefits to State. Renewable energy is produced without creating the
toxic or hazardous waste that is known to occur with the production of the resource-
limited fossil fuels. Switching to renewable energy production thereby protects and
preserves the unique natural resources of the State and contributes to a cleaner, healthier

environment.
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Making changes to the source of energy used by State buildings will create new
jobs, encourage entrepreneurialism, and stimulate the State’s vital tourism industry.

Section 4. Compliance. Early compliance is encouraged so that the State’s
public buildings become a model for private enterprise; and as support to markets created
to produce alternative or renewable energy. Compliance requires only a change in
procurement practices.

Section 5. Funding. No specific funding is required for compliance; the State’s
procurement of energy is empowered to seek and engage Renewable Energy Resources.
Initial changes in procurement may be stimulated by operational grants allocated from the
Tobacco Tax Fund.

Section 6. Training. The Renewable Energy Program Manager at the Montana
Department of Environmental Quality shall provide program oversight and building
operator training as needed.

Section 7. Effective Date. This bill will become effective upon passage.

-end-



